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administration. A remarkable instrument in the peace and
good order of Transjordan has been the Arab Legion,
organized by a British officer, Peake Pasha. Britain main-
tained only a handful of officials in the country, but their
influence upon the Arab population was considerable.
So much progress has been accomplished up to 1946 that
an agreement was reached whereby Britain recognized Trans-
Jordan as an independent sovereign State and recommended
her for a seat on the United Nations. Transjordan should
form a stable and progressive unit- in any future Arab
Federation.
ADEN
We come last to Aden and its Protectorate* forming a
link between the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean, and
guarding the entrance to the Red Sea as Gibraltar forms the
western gateway to the Mediterranean. Although it has been
a British possession since 1839, Aden ranks as the youngest
British Colony, having been administered as a dependency
of India until the passing of the Government of India Act
of 1937 rendered it preferable to bring it under direct
British control.
Aden itself stands in a commanding position on the south-
west point of Arabia at the head of the Persian Gulf and
looking across to the "horn" of Africa and British Somaliland
The peninsula forms a natural stronghold with rocks rising to
nearly 1,800 feet, and two harbours, the more important, on
the western side, being known as Aden Back Bay. The com-
parison with Gibraltar is obvious. Of importance in ancient
times as the terminus of the caravan routes across Arabia,
and a junction of east and west, Aden steadily declined
after the development of the Cape route, but recovered its
prestige after the opening of the Suez Canal. It is now an